
DAMASCUS TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS
September 15, 2003

MEETING MINUTES 

Vice-Chairman William J. Gager called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance

The following Board Members were present:  Supervisor William J. Gager; Supervisor Stanley
J. Kuta; Secretary Bonnie E. Rutledge; and Zoning Officer, Ed Lagarenne.  Chairman Lawrence
E. Newport was absent.  

Supervisor Gager informed the 20 present guests that we had two (2) documentarians video
taping the meeting.  Mr. Gary Packer asked who the documentarians worked for and was
informed that they were independent film makers taping town meetings all across the country.

Open Floor  � Segment 1

A general discussion was held regarding the proposed adoption of new building fees.  Ms.
Jennifer Canfield questioned as to whether there would be public input on the fees.  Ms. Canfield
had comments which she did not put in writing but which she would like to offer at the open
meeting.

A general discussion was held regarding the proposed holding tank ordinance.  Mr. Gary Packer
wanted to know which ordinance proposal was being considered for adoption.  Supervisor Kuta
asked Secretary Rutledge if the ordinance was advertised.  Ms. Rutledge informed Mr. Kuta that
the motion to adopt the ordinance was advertised and the advertisement stated where a full and
complete copy of the ordinance was available for inspection.  Mr. Charles Kwitchoff complained
that advertisement in the paper is not enough as he cannot afford The Wayne Independent; he
instead would prefer to have copies on the table for review at the meetings.

Approval of August 2003 minutes  �  Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by
Supervisor Gager to approve minutes as presented.  Motion carried.

Approval of Bills as presented - Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor
Gager to approve the bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Review and Authorization of Treasurer �s Report  �  Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and
seconded by Supervisor Gager to approve the Treasurer �s Report as presented. Motion carried.

Reports
ÿÿ Zoning Report -  Mr. Ed Lagarenne reported issuing permits for three (3) storage

buildings, one (1) pool, three (3) driveways and a couple of portable animal shelters
which were over one hundred (100) square feet.



ÿÿ Website  �  Mr. Lagarenne reported that we have had over four thousand five hundred
(4,500) hits on the website.  Mr. Lagarenne further stated that due to the impending
weather (Hurricane Isabel) he has added several links to the website for severe weather
reports.  The links include The National Weather Service website and the USGS stream
levels for the Delaware River at Barryville, Dyberry Creek at the Jadwin Dam and the
Lackawaxen River by Tryon Street. 

ÿÿ Atco Road  �  Supervisor Kuta informed us that the job has been completed though he has
yet to take core samples.  Mr. Kuta plans to take those samples by the end of September. 
Mr. Kuta further informed the public that the state had tarred and chipped the road.  Mr.
Rolf Beck questioned the use of the Township grader on this project.  Mr. Beck
questioned whether or not the Township was aware that they had changed the process
and that they were not recycling.  Mr. Beck further questioned why Mr. Kuta had not
provided the Inspector the Township hired the specs as provided by PennDot and as
called for in the agreement of 1999.  Mr. Beck questioned why the Township refused to
make Suit-Kote adhere to those specs after Mr. Beck had showed them to the Township. 
Mr. Beck stated that he showed them to Mr. Kuta the morning of the 19th and that after
showing them to the Township Inspector, the Inspector stopped the project.  Mr. Beck
further went on to state that Mr. Hinkley told Attorney Lee Krause that they had no
intention of adhering to those specs.  Mr. Beck stated Mr. Krause told Mr. Hinkley that
the project according to the 1999 agreement was to be done according to those specs. 
Mr. Beck then informed the Board of Supervisors that he planned to ask the District
Attorney to review this matter to determine if there was some collusion to not perform
the job correctly.  Mr. Kwitchoff asked Mr. Gager if he noticed that the work was not
being done properly and why Mr. Gager did not stop the project if he noticed it was not
being done correctly.  Mr. Gager informed the public that Solicitor Krause made it very
clear that they could take this matter back before Judge Conway if the work does not hold
up.

ÿÿ Park Commission -  Mr. Kuta reported that the meeting scheduled for August 28, 2003
was cancelled and rescheduled for the 25th of September, 2003.

ÿÿ Maps for Approval  �  Mr. Robert Dexter reported the following:
1. Equinunk Volunteer Fire Department  �  The Fire Department is enlarging their

lot on 191 in Lookout.  The addition is approximately 1.33 acres which would
then bring the Fire Department �s total acreage on 191 in Lookout to just over 2
acres.  Mr. Kuta made a motion to approve this lot enlargement.  Mr. Gager
seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

2. Ronald Sheard  �  This is a subdivision separating one (1) 2.00 acre lot from his
property.  There are existing septic systems on the property now and there will be
a right of way from the property to the main road, this is an existing private drive. 
The remaining lands of the Ronald Sheard property are 53 acres.  Mr. Kuta made
a motion to accept the Sheard subdivision.  Mr. Gager seconded that motion. 
Motion carried.

3. Ofman Subdivision  �  This property is located on Burke road and is one lot
containing 16.044 acres.  The driveway was permitted by the Township, the
property has been perked and the remaining lands are 83.36 acres.  Mr. Kuta
made a motion to approve Ofman �s lots.  Mr. Gager seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.



4. Robert Gustafson  �  This property is located on Flat Rock Road.  It is a 3.0 acre
lot with septic and a highway occupancy permit.  The remaining lands of Robert
Gustafson are 24.878 acres.  Mr. Kuta makes a motion to accept the map as
presented.  Mr. Gager seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Mr. Gager interrupted the map presentation for a moment to introduce Mrs. Bonnie Rutledge as
the new Township Secretary.  

5. Wayne Winters  � This property is located on Plank Road.  Mr. Winters is
subdividing 9.25 acres.  Mr. Dexter asked Mr. Lagarenne if there was a driveway
permit issued.  Mr. Lagarenne indicated that a driveway permit has been issued. 
Mr. Kuta made a motion to approve Wayne Winters Map.  Mr. Gager seconded
that motion.  Motion carried.

6. David and Jacqueline Mueller  �  This is a 2.0 acre parcel subdividing the lands
with 38 acres remaining.  There was a driveway permit issued and the property
has been perked.  Mr. Kuta made a motion to accept Mueller �s 2.0 acre
subdivision.  Mr. Gager seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

7. Duck Harbor Stables - This is a land development.  Mr. Dexter informed the
Board of Supervisors that he understood the Wayne County Conservation Office
prepared the Storm Water Management Plan and Report.  However they do not,
they only prepare the plan and report for soil erosion.  Mr. Dexter informed the
Board of Supervisors that Mr. Tim Jones, the surveyor of this property, had
obtained a storm water runoff management plan and report from an engineer.  It
appeared to Mr. Dexter the only storm water runoff is from the proposed barn. 
Mr. Kuta understood that Mr. Michael Propst, in house engineer for Mr. Jones,
did the storm water runoff management plan and report.  Mr. Kuta thought our
ordinances provide that our Township Engineer was to prepare the same.  Mr.
Lagarenne informed Mr. Kuta that the Township Engineer reviewed the report
presented.  Mr. Dexter informed the board that the plans can be drawn up by a
surveyor and an engineer reviewed the plan and report.  Mr. Kuta stated that the
building is 12,000 square feet and that due to the problems we have had with
water lately and that will occur in the near future, he would prefer to have the
Township Engineer review the proposals.  Mr. Dexter recommended that the
plans be approved pending receipt of the Township Engineer �s report regarding
the storm water to eliminate the need of re-presenting to the Board.  Mr. Dexter
informed the Board of Supervisors that if the Township Engineer �s report does
not come back favorably that the Board of Supervisors does not have to sign the
maps.  Mr. Kuta made a motion to accept the Land Development plans pending
the approval of the Storm Water Management plan and report by our Township
Engineer.  Mr. Gager seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Mr. Thomas Kane of
The River Reporter asked Mr. Dexter what was going to be constructed.  Mr.
Dexter informed Mr. Kane that it is a riding stable.  Mr. Tim Jones will be
providing the Storm Water Management plan and report as prepared by Mr.
Propst to Mr. Steve Knash, the Township Engineer. 

ÿÿ Recycling Report  �  Mr. Dexter reported that it was a slow day for recycling however
there was no rain.  



ÿÿ Park Project  �  Mr. Ray Dexter reported that due to the rain there was only one (1)
work night.  Mr. Dexter further reported that the backstop and players � screens still
need to be finished and that all work must be completed by December 31, 2003.

Unfinished Business

ÿÿ Sewage Fee Resolution - Mr. Gager informed the public that Mr. Charles Bayly
the Township Sewage Enforcement Officer (S.E.O.) was present to answer any
questions regarding the proposed fees.  Mr. Kwitchoff asked what the new fees
would be and how did they differ from the current set of fees.  Mr. Gager called
for a brief recess in order that additional copies of the current fee schedule and the
proposed fee schedule could be made.  

Upon resuming the meeting Mr. Gager opens the floor by discussion the Holding
Tank ordinance.

New Business
ÿÿ Holding Tank Ordinance �  Mr. Charles Bayly outlined the holding tank ordinance. 

Mr. Lagarenne asked Mr. Bayly if there was a provision in the ordinance whereby
the SEO would be paid for inspections.  Mr. Bayly informed Mr. Lagarenne that
those fees are outlined in the proposed Sewage Fee Resolutions being considered
by the Board of Supervisors.  Mr. Packer questioned the amount of time between
inspections stating that one (1) year in his estimation was a long time to go
between inspections.  Mr. Packer would like to see inspections of the holding
tanks taking place more often than once a year.  Ms. Pat Farnelli with The Wayne
Independent questions whether or not the ordinance pertains to manure lagoons. 
Mr. Bayly states that he is unsure and Mr. Lagarenne interpreted the passage to
pertain to kennels.  Mr. Bayly felt that references to any animals should be
removed.  Mr. Kuta mad a motion to table the ordinance.  Mr. Gager seconded the
motion.  Motion carried.

Unfinished Business (continued) 
ÿÿ Sewage Fee Resolution  �  Once the public had the opportunity to review the

additional copies a general discussion was held on the issue of whether or not the
Township should incorporate fees concerning septic design for residential and/or
commercial septic systems.  Mr. Gary Packer felt that it posed too much of a
liability for the Township if the septic system designed by the Township SEO
failed.  Mr. Gager made a motion to strike the Septic System Design fees.  Mr.
Kuta seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Mr. Packer asked if Ms. Cheryl
Lewis the Township Treasurer reviewed Chapter 72 prior to making her
recommendations for the proposed Sewage Fee Resolution.  Mr. Gager informed
Mr. Packer that while he is unsure if Ms. Lewis had in fact reviewed that
information she had determined that Damascus Township is spending more than
it is taking in with reference to the sewage fees.  Ms. Canfield was concerned that
the constituents of the township were being unfairly charged with the new fees.  It
was pointed out that only those individuals who are using the SEO would be



charged and currently all the residents of the Township are now funding the
losses being incurred.  Mr. Kuta then made a motion to approve the sewage fee
resolution with the exception of the septic design fees.  Mr. Gager seconded the
motion.  Motion carried. 

ÿÿ Building Fee Resolution  �  Ms. Jennifer Canfield questioned the logging permit
fee.  Mr. Kuta felt that the logging permit fee is like charging a farmer a fee per
bale.  Mr. Kuta agreed to strike the logging permit fee.  Ms. Canfield then stated
that she took issue with the $20.00 charge for a copy of the zoning ordinance. Mr.
Lagarenne stated that the full and complete ordinance is available to be
downloaded off the website for free.  Mr. Kwitchoff stated that a printer could
prepare multiple copies for much less than our charge of $20 per copy.  Mr.
Lagarenne pointed out that it is not financially sound to have multiple copies on
hand when it is not known whether or not all copies will be needed and it is not
known what amendments will or could be made to the ordinances in the future.
Mr. Kuta reduced the fee to $15.00 per copy.  A general discussion was then held
between Mr. Kwitchoff, Ms. Canfield and Mr. Lagarenne as to the reasoning
behind charging an additional $.08 per square foot above a three thousand five
hundred square foot (3,500) residential building.  Mr. Kuta made a motion to
table the building fee resolution again.  Mr. Gager seconded the motion.  Motion
carried.

New Business (continued)
ÿÿ Zoning Ordinance Amendment  �  Mr. Kuta made a motion to approve the

amendment of the zoning ordinance correcting a typographical error which stated
that the minimum height of a building would be thirty five (35) feet when it
should have stated the maximum height.  Mr. Gager seconded the motion. 
Motion carried.

ÿÿ Dexter Construction Lease  �  Mr. Kuta made a motion to approve the lease
proposal from Dexter Construction requesting the rental of property located along
State Route 652 from September 17, 2003 through September 17, 2004.  The
purpose of the rental is for Dexter Construction to stockpile anti-skid materials. 
Mr. Gager seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Advertisement for Part time Employee  �  Mr. Gager informed the public that the
Township is in need of a part time employee for road work and available on-call
as well for the winter months.  Mr. Kuta made a motion to advertise for a part
time employee as described above.  Mr. Gager seconded the motion.  Motion
carried.

ÿÿ PLGIT Plus Resolution  �  Mr. Gager informed the public that currently the
township � s general fund is being held in a PLGIT account.  However the PLGIT
Plus is generating a greater interest rate.  Mr. Kuta moved to approve the
resolution to transfer the Township �s general fund account from a PLGIT account
to a PLGIT Plus account.  Mr. Gager seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Motion to advertise for purchase of truck  �  It was explained to the public that
after diligent search a rear pumpkin for the Township �s 1995 GMC cannot be
located.  Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor Gager to
advertise for the purchase of a new truck.  Motion carried.



ÿÿ Bridge Inspection Resolution  �  Supervisor Gager explained to the public that the
County of Wayne has agreed to act as agent for the Township of Damascus in the
performance of County wide bridge inspections.  This agreement is a six (6) year
term.  Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor Gager to
have the County of Wayne perform the bridge inspections.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Resolution for AGILITY agreement with PennDot  � Supervisor Gager explained
that this resolution was previously passed by the Township at its June 16, 2003
meeting.  However the agreement was not processed quickly enough and a second
resolution was necessary in order to participate in this program.  Motion made by
Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor Gager to participate in the
AGILITY Program.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Resignation of Supervisor Newport  � Supervisor Gager explained that Supervisor
Newport resigned the position of Township Supervisor by letter dated September
15, 2003, due to family reasons, effective immediately.  Motion made by
Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor Gager to accept Mr. Newport �s
resignation as supervisor.  Motion carried.  A general discussion then ensued as to
Mr. Newport �s position on the November, 2003 General Election ballot.  Further
discussion was held as to the process involved with filling Mr. Newport �s
remaining term of office and suggestions were provided by members of the public
as to persons who may be able to fill that position.

ÿÿ C.O.G. Resolution- Supervisor Gager informed the public of the purpose of
participating in C.O.G..  Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by
Supervisor Gager to participate in the Northern Wayne County Council of
Governments.  Motion carried.

 

Open Floor Segment 2

Mr. Tom Kane explained to the assembled public that an Envisioning Committee
Meeting will be held on September 29, 2003 from 6 pm through 8:30 pm at the Damascus
Township Community Building.  Refreshments will be served.

Ms. Arleen Lawrence queried the Board of Supervisors regarding a  � no outlet �  sign to be
straightened so that it is easily visible and readable by motorists.  Additionally Ms. Lawrence
stated that the name of her road is spelled incorrectly and would like that spelling corrected. 
Finally Ms. Lawrence expressed her concern over a post from an old road sign and requested to
have it removed.

Mr. Bob Dexter stated there will be a blood mobile on October 3, 2003 at the Damascus
Elementary School.  Mr. Dexter explained that in the past the Township helped set up. 
Supervisor Gager said that again the Township would be agreeable to helping in this worthwhile
cause.  

Mr. Dexter asked about the zoning maps and asked that a finished product be available
soon.



Mr. Dexter stated there will be a composting seminar on September 30, 2003 at 6:30 pm
at the Damascus Township Community Center.  The seminar will be held outside and will be
held rain or shine.

Mr. Rolf Beck again questioned the Board of Supervisors relative to their role with Suit-
Kote and Atco Road.  A general question and answer session ensued.

Mr. Gary Packer questioned which Road Master handled the upper end of the River
Road.

Adjournment

Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor Gager to adjourn the
Regular Meeting of the Damascus Township Board of Supervisors at 9:00 p.m.  Motion carried.


