
DAMASCUS TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS
October 20, 2003

MEETING MINUTES 

Chairman William J. Gager called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Supervisor Canfield.

The following Board Members were present:  Supervisor William J. Gager; Supervisor Stanley J. Kuta; Supervisor

Jennifer Canfield, Secretary Bonnie E. Rutledge; and Zoning Officer, Ed Lagarenne.

Supervisor Gag er introduced newly app ointed Supervisor C anfield to the 28 present guests.

Open Floor  � Segment 1

Mr. Jeffrey Slocum addressed the Board of Supervisors and commented against the approval of the transfer of the

Liquor License to the Tyler Hill Farm Country Inn.

Mr. Howard Schuchm an commented on the letter received from Pastor Hunt of the Damascus Baptist Church.

Mr. Charles Kwitchoff questioned the quota of liquor licenses established by the Liquor Control Board.

Ms. Stephaney Lloyd stated the opposition to the transfer of the liquor license was based on religious grounds and

she felt that was aga inst the Constitutio n of the Unite d States.  She  further stated tha t she did not fee l public safety

was an issue and was conc erned about the lawfulness of telling another ho w to run their business.

Mr. Wayne Rutledge comm ented that the issue of the transfer of the liquor license should be left to the voters.  Mr.

Rutledge queried the Board of Supervisors as to the status of Atco Road.

Mr. Gary Packer stated that he felt it was unfair to make the issue of the transfer of the liquor license a religious

issue.  Mr. Packer further stated that this should be a matter of  � need �  and there simply is no need for an additional

license.

Mr. Steve Nonnemacher, owner of the Tyler Hill Farm Country Inn, stated that alcohol is currently being consumed

on the premises as it is a  � bring your own bottle �  establishment.  Mr. Nonnemacher stated that by granting the

application he would then have control as to the amount of alcohol consumed.

Mr. Robert Dexter was concerned about the future use of the Tyler Hill Farm Country Inn.

Mr. Ro bert Gro ss stated that the T ownship is ch anging and  that the comm unity wants it to rem ain the same.  H e felt

we should consider re -writing some of our ordinance s and regulations.

Approv al of September, 2003 and Special Meeting of October 9, 2003 minutes  �  Upon motion made by

Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor Canfield the minutes of the September 15, 2003 meeting were

approved as presented.  Motion carried.  Upon motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor Gager

the minutes of the special meeting on October 9, 2003 were approved.  Motion carried.  As a side note Supervisor

Gager state d that Mr . Bucky D avis was not inv olved with the  decision to a ppoint M s. Canfield as inte rim

Supervisor.

Approval of Bill s as presented - Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded b y Supervisor Canfield to approve

the bills as presented.  Motion carried.

Review and Authorization of Treasurer �s Report  �  Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor

Canfield to approve the Treasurer �s Report as presented. Motion carried.



Reports
ÿÿ Zoning Report - Mr. Ed Lagarenne reported issuing permits for three (3) homes with attached garages, one

(1) detach ed garage , two (2) add itions and on e (1) deck .  

ÿÿ Website  �  Mr. Lagarenne reported he posted a pop-up on the site advertising the Haunted Trail scheduled

for the coming weekend at the Damascus Township Community Center.

ÿÿ Park Commission - Supervisor Kuta stated no meeting was held last month.  A meeting is scheduled for

October 23, 2003 at 7:00 p.m. and further stated that anyone interested should leave a message at the

Township Building.

ÿÿ Maps for Approval  �  Mr. Robert Dexter reported the following:

1. Stanton Corners  �  Mr. Chris Knash, surveyor, was requesting re-approval of the maps as the

maps had become stale.  Supervisor Canfield made a motion to re-approve the maps, Supervisor

Kuta seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

2. Vairo   �  Mr. Dexter gave a brief history of the property and the purpose of the proposed

subdivision.  Supervisor Kuta made a motion to approve the proposed subdivision, Supervisor

Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

3. Henry  �  Mr. De xter gave a histo ry of the subd ivision and lo cation of pro perty.  Supe rvisor Kuta

made a motion to approve the subdivision.  Supervisor Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion

carried.

4. Gelatt  �  This property is located on Plank Road and is a lot enlargement.  Supervisor Kuta made a

motion to accept the lot enlargement.  Supervisor Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Recycling Report  �  Mr. Dexter reported that he has great volunteer support.  He further stated that

recycling is held the 2nd Saturday of each month from 9 am until 1 pm, rain or shine.  Mr. Dexter

pointed o ut that a garba ge truck is pre sent to pick up  garbage fo r a nominal fe e.  

ÿÿ Park Project  �  Mr. Ray Dexter reported that a meeting will be held October 21, 2003 at 7:30 pm.  He

stated the wea ther has bee n uncoop erative and  so no real p rogress has b een mad e on the pro ject.  

Unfinished Business
ÿÿ Building Fee Resolution  � Superviso r Kuta ma de a motio n to accep t the Building  Fee Reso lution. 

Supervisor Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Tyler Hill Farm Country Inn Application for Transfer of Inter-Municipal Liquor License  �
Superviso r Canfield re ad a letter ad dressed to  the Boar d of Supe rvisors of D amascus T ownship

from Pastor Stuart Hunt.  Mrs. Ann Kwitchoff was concerned that the tone of the letter was

politically threatening.  Supervisor Gager stated that one Supervisor was in favor of granting the

application while one Supervisor was against granting the application.  Supervisor Canfield was

unable to take part in the decision as she was not a Supervisor at the time the public hearing was

held and because all parties stipulated on record that the decision of Supervisor Gager and

Supervisor Kuta would be sufficient.  It being apparent that there was not a majority to approve the

license the petition and application was denied.  Supervisor Kuta made a motion to approve the

Resolution, Supervisor Gager seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Holding Tank Ordinance �  Upon m otion by Su pervisor K uta and seco nded by S upervisor C anfield

the proposed Holding Tank Ordinance was denied.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Atco Road  �  Supervisor Kuta stated that Materials Testing had completed their review of the work

performe d by Suit-K ote and d etermined  that the work w as accepta ble.  

New Business
ÿÿ Haunted Trail  �  Superviso r Canfield m ade a mo tion to app rove the use  of the Dam ascus To wnship

Pavilion and trail head for the purposes of a Haunted Trail for the weekend of October 24 and 25th. 

Supervisor Kuta seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Curative Amendment Request by Sean and Tracy Jay  �  Mr. Lagarenne gave a brief history behind

the curative amendment.  A discussion then ensued about the technicalities of the process.  The

Damascus Township Planning Commission was directed to have written comments ready for

public hearing.  Supervisor Kuta made a motion to set a public hearing date of November 14, 2003



at 7 PM at the Damascus Tow nship Municipal Building.  Supervisor Canfield seconded the

motion.  Motion carried.

ÿÿ Fire Relief Fund Distribution  � Mr. Gager stated that we received $28,370.27 in funds.  He further

stated that historically we distributed the funds between Equinunk, Beach Lake and Welcome

Lake fire companies with Equinunk receiving 50% of the proceeds, Beach Lake receiving 30% of

the proceeds and the remaining 20% was distributed to Welcome Lake.  Supervisor Kuta made a

motion to distribute the fund as outlined and Supervisor Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion

carried.

ÿÿ NEPA Legislative Forum  � Superviso r Kuta ma de a motio n to have Su pervisor C anfield attend  this

Forum on October 31, 2003.  Supervisor Gager seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
ÿÿ Sluice Pipe Phone Bids  �  Superviso r Gager sta ted that this matter  was not listed o n the agend a. 

Howev er, he wanted  to make the r esidents awa re that Dam ascus To wnship had  not bid for this

item as there did not appear to be a need for the same.  Due to the flooding from the torrential rains

over the past several weeks new sluice pipes became a necessity in many areas.  Mr. Gager stated

that he had o btained p hone quo tes from three  (3) business es which pro vide pipe s for sluices.  

ÿÿ Motion to appoint new Emergency Management Coordinator  � Superviso r Gager sta ted that due to

Mr. Newport � s resignation it was necessary to appoint a new Emergency Management

Coordinator.  Supervisor Kuta made a motion to appoint Franklin Brooks as the new Emergency

Management Coordinator.  Supervisor Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Informational
ÿÿ It was stated by the Supervisors that a rear pumpkin for the Township �s 1995 Ford had been

located and the same was installed.  There will be no need to purchase a new truck at this time.

ÿÿ Supervisor Gager read a letter to the public from the Township �s Zoning Officer stating the

Township � s policy on posting political signs.

ÿÿ Supervisor Gager discussed the media advisories received from PennDot regarding ribbon cutting

ceremonies for two (2) b ridges.

ÿÿ Supervisor Kuta read a letter from Mr. Daly on Lassley Road commending the 1990 Supervisors

for road work well done.

ÿÿ Supervisor Canfield commended Mr. M arty Kunstmann for his work associated with the Ground

Water Seminar held at the Township Building.  Mr. Kunstmann addressed the public briefly about

the nature of the  seminar and  the need for  a hydrolog y study.

Citizen Input b y Request

Mr. Rolf Beck requested in writing to have the opportunity to speak at the Township Meeting.  However,

Mr. Beck was not present at the meeting.

Open Floor Segment 2

Mr. T om Ka ne explaine d to the assem bled pub lic that a special fo rum for M unicipal O fficials will be held

on November 5, 2003 from 7 pm through 9 pm at the Lackawaxen House, in Lackawaxen, Pennsylvania.

Mr. W ayne Rutled ge has rece ived feed b ack from so me residen ts of the Pine G rove Estate s Comm unity

regarding the letter Supervisor Kuta sent to the residents.  Mr. Rutledge said it was his understanding that the

agreement was for the residents to purchase the pipe and did not include the costs of labor and construction to have

the pipe installed.  A discussion then ensued regarding the matter.

Mr. Jeffrey Slocum ask ed the supervisors to state which Sup ervisor voted in favor of the liquor license

application and which voted against.  Supervisor Kuta explained that the matter of the vote was not subject to the

Sunshine Law and therefore the supervisors were not obligated to disclose that information.

Mr. Bo b Gross r equested  a work night b etween the B oard of S upervisors  and the Zo ning Hear ing Boar d to

discuss issues surrounding certain ordinances.  Supervisor Canfield suggested that those issues would best be

addressed by the Planning Commission.



Mr. W ayne Rutled ge asked the  Superviso rs as to when the y planned to  put together  a Road  Plan. 

Supervisor Gag er stated that the road crew is still catching up with work from  the floods.

Mr. Howard Schuchm an stated that the Zoning Hearing Board had an opening for an alternate and

requested the Board of Supervisors to consider Mr. Gary Packer to fill that position.  Supervisor Kuta made a motion

to appo int Mr. Ga ry Packer a s an alternate to  the Zoning H earing Bo ard.  Supe rvisor Gag er second ed the mo tion. 

Supervisor Canfield abstained from the decision.  Motion carried.

The Supervisors informed the public that Government Day will be Wednesday, October 22, 2003 .  The

Damasc us Elemen tary 4 th Grade C lass would b e coming to  the Munic ipal Buildin g to find out ho w Town ship

Government functions.  The day was coordinated by Mr. Howard Schuchm an.

There being no further business before the Board, upon motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by

Supervisor Canfield the meeting was adjourned at 8:07 pm


