
DAMASCUS TOWNSHIP SUPERVISORS
November 17, 2003

The Damascus Township Municipal Building
MEETING MINUTES 

Chairman William J. Gager called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Supervisor Gager.

The following Board Members were present:  Supervisor William J. Gager; Supervisor Stanley J. Kuta; Supervisor

Jennifer Canfield, Secretary Bonnie E. Rutledge; and Zoning Officer, Ed Lagarenne.

Supervisor Gager addressed the 20 attendees as to the improper statements and outbursts at the October 20, 2003

meeting.  Supervisor Gager stated that inappropriate behavior of this sort would not be tolerated and the

individual(s) responsible for such actions would be asked to leave.

Open Floor  � Segment 1

Mr. M ike Wo od asked  the Boar d of Supe rvisors if he wou ld be perm itted to add ress the Bo ard at the time th e topic

of the Curative Amendment proposal was discussed.  Supervisor Gager agreed.

Approv al of October 20, 2003 minutes  �  Upon motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor

Canfield the m inutes of the O ctober 20 , 2003 m eeting were a pprove d as presen ted.  Mo tion carried  with all in favor. 

Approval of Bill s as presented - Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded b y Supervisor Canfield to approve

the bills as presented.  Motion carried with all in favor.

Review and Authorization of Treasurer �s Report  �  Motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by Supervisor

Canfield to approve the Treasurer �s Report as presented. Motion carried with all in favor.

Reports
ÿÿ Zoning Report - Mr. Ed Lagarenne reported issuing permits for (2) small barns, (1) room addition, (1)

storage shed and (1) pole barn.  Mr. Lagarenne stated however that he issued a Stop Work Order for a

driveway located on Coulters Road as the driveway did not meet the standards of the township and did not

comply with the original driveway permit.  He further stated that the contractor was to fix the damage to the

township road but as of this date that work has not been done.

ÿÿ Website  �  Mr. Lagarenne reported nearly (5,000) hits on the website and averaged between (70) and (80)

hits per week.  Mr. Lagarenne stated that due to the upcoming change in weather, winter weather

information  would soo n be poste d.  

ÿÿ Park Commission - Supervisor Kuta stated no meeting would be held on the 23rd and that the next meeting

would be held the 4th Thursday in March.

ÿÿ Maps for Approval  �  Mr. Robert Dexter reported the following:

1. Ernest Rutledge  �  This had been previously approved pending the receipt of a highway

occupancy permit which has finally been received.  Supervisor Canfield made a motion to re-

approve the maps, Supervisor Kuta seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor.

2. Boyce/Barriero  �  Mr. Dexter described the location of the proposal and the purpose of the

proposed subdivision.  Supervisor Kuta made a motion to approve the proposed subd ivision,

Supervisor Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor.

3. Duck H arbor Stab les  �  Mr. Dexter stated that the report from the Township Engineer, Steve

Knash, had been received.  Supervisor Kuta stated that it appeared there were some issues with the

Storm Water Managem ent Plan and Report as presented and the matter would have to be brought

before the Planning Co mmission before further action co uld be taken by the Supe rvisors.

ÿÿ Recycling Report  �  Mr. De xter repor ted that load s of recycling are  clean and re cycling is going w ell.



ÿÿ Park Project  �  Mr. Bo b Dexter  reported  that no action  as been take n due to we ather issues.  T here is

hope to get additional work completed on Saturday and assistance from the community would be

greatly appreciated.  Mr. Dexter further stated the project is near completion.

Unfinished Business
ÿÿ Curative Amendment Request by Sean and Tracy Jay  �  Supervisor Gager stated this matter was

originally scheduled for a public hearing on Friday, November 14, 2003 at 7:00 P M.  However due

to poor weather conditions and lack of electricity the hearing was postponed.  Mr. Wood stated the

Planning Commission made a recommendation that the Board of Supervisors of Damascus

Township consider a validity variance.  Mr. Wood stated he and his clients, Mr. and Mrs. Jay

would like to pursue the validity variance and would request a general continuance of the Curative

Amendment proceedings until such time as all courses of action through the validity variance have

been exhausted.  Mr. Bob Dexter stated that the Planning Commission does not recommend the

Board of Supervisors grant the Curative Amendment, that the Damascus Township Planning

Commission does not have a good recomme ndation for Mr. and Mrs. Jay and that the Planning

Commission does not feel it can go any further.  Supervisor Canfield read the formal review from

the Damascus Township Planning Commission.  Mr. Jeffrey Slocum, a member of the Damascus

Township Planning Commission addressed the Board o f Supervisors and stated that at the time the

Planning Comm ission met, the Validity Variance ap peared to be a viab le option for Mr. and  Mrs.

Jay.  How ever, after further  considera tion and disc ussion M r. Coar of the  Wayne  County

Departm ent of Plann ing, Mr. Slo cum doe s not feel a validity va riance wou ld be an ap propriate

course of action.  Mr. Wood stated that he and his clients, Mr. and Mrs. Jay, are willing to waive

the time limitations imposed by the Curative Amendment proceedings and would ask the Board of

Supervisors to grant a general continuance on the Curative Amendment Proceedings.  After some

discussion between Mr. Wood and members of the Board of Supervisors Mr. Wood, on behalf of

his clients Mr. and Mrs. Sean Jay, stipulated to the waiving the time constraints imposed by the

Curative Amendment proceedings.  Supervisor Kuta made a motion to continue generally the

proceedings of the Curative Amendment.  Supervisor Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion

passed with all in favor.

New Business
ÿÿ Proposed 2004 Budget  �  Supervisor Canfield made a motion to advertise for the possible adoption

of the prop osed 20 04 Bud get at the De cember 1 5, 2003  Superviso rs meeting.  Su pervisor K uta

seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.

ÿÿ FEMA Agent Designation  �  Superviso r Gager re ad the pro posed R esolution de signating Fran klin

Brook s as Agent for  Damasc us Town ship.  Super visor Kuta  made a m otion to pa ss the Resolu tion. 

Supervisor Canfield seconded the motion.  Motion passed with all in favor.

Informational
ÿÿ It was stated by Supervisor Gager that the Township �s road equipment is being readied for the

coming winter.

ÿÿ Supervisor Gager stated that Damascus Township filed for FEMA assistance due to the heavy

rains and flooding over the summer and early fall.  Supervisor Gager reminded everyone that the

deadline fo r filing for individua l assistance is No vember 1 8, 2003 .   

ÿÿ Superviso r Canfield atte nded a se minar regar ding growth  in municipalities a nd the vario us aspects

of planning fo r growth while  retaining the env ironment � s integrity. 

ÿÿ Supervisor Canfield requested the Planning Commission limit the time individuals may speak

during an open floor session at the Commission �s meetings.  Mr. Dexter questioned the amount of

time they may allo w and Sup ervisor Ca nfield stated tha t as the Plannin g Comm ission is not a

judicial meeting the time limitations are up to the Planning Commission.  Mr. Dexter stated they

will discuss the same at the next work session.

Open Floor Segment 2
Ms. M argaret G ulino addr essed the D amascus T ownship B oard of S upervisors .  She stated W ayne Cou nty

grew 20% in the last 10 years.  She asked the Board of Supervisors if Damascus Township would join the Upper

Delaware Council (UDC).  M s. Gulino stated there are many benefits to joining the council such as monetary



benefits.  She questioned the board as to how the Township would go about joining the UDC and how do the

Superviso rs feel about jo ining.  Dario S acramon e wanted to  know why the  Townsh ip Superv isors were o pposed  to

joining.  Mr. Gary Packer stated that the other townships along the Delaware River corridor who have not joined are

some of the  most pristine a nd the mo st precious a s far as maintainin g the natural res ources.  Sup ervisor Ca nfield

addresse d the mon etary benefit that c ould be d erived from  the UCD  by stating that muc h of those fund s are availab le

in other ways a nd that as issues h ave prese nted themse lves we have  applied fo r those funds.  S he further stated  that it

is our free choice not to join.  Supervisor Gager stated that the informational process to inform the residents of

Damascus Township of the ability to join the UDC is extremely expensive and that by referendum some years back

the residents voted to not join the UDC.  Mr. Tom Kaufmann wanted to know when the last public vote to join the

UDC occurred and  if thoughts could have changed since that time.  Supervisor Canfield felt that through the

Planning Comm ission and the commun ity spirit the Township has adequ ately addressed the conc erns as they arose

and that we are able to easily reach local government to address these issues.  Ms. Gulino stated again that we aren �t

represented on the UDC and Mr. Sacramone felt the Township should be involved in every aspect of the river

process.  Mr. Ed Lagarenne stated that we can contact the National Park Service (NPS) readily if a question or

concern arises.  However, if we join the UDC the Township would not have that ready access to the NPS.  After a

continued  lengthy discussio n between  the public an d the Bo ard of Sup ervisors M s. Gulino ind icated that she  would

be willing to provide at the January, 2004 regular meeting a list of the  � pro �s and cons �  of joining the UDC.

Mr. Franklin Brooks, Emergency Management Coordinator for Damascus Township requested an

opportunity to meet with the Board of Supervisors to discuss updating the Emergency Management Plan.  The B oard

of Supervisors agreed to that meeting.  A brief discussion then ensued as to the radio communications between the

fire compa nies and the M unicipal O ffice.  Mr. B rooks was  advised b y the Boar d of Supe rvisors to hav e our radio

channels punched into the  Fire Departmen t frequencies.

Mr. Bo b Dexter  introduced  our newly elec ted superv isor Mr. F red Haa se.  Mr. H aase said the  Townsh ip

was doing a great job thus far and thanked everyone present who voted for him.

Mr. Tom Kane addressed the public as to the purpose of the Visioning Committee.

Supervisor Gager advised the public that a copy of the proposed 2004 budget is available for inspection and

review.  It will be adopted at the next regularly scheduled township meeting.

The B oard of S upervisors  would like to  wish everyon e a very hap py and safe T hanksgiving H oliday.

There being no further business before the Board, upon motion made by Supervisor Kuta and seconded by

Supervisor  Canfield the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.


