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MAKE IT EASIER TO  FIND ANSWERS TO Q UEST ION S AND  GIVE ACC ESS TO SOU RC ES OF TO WNSHIP

INFORMATION. EVERY EFFORT HAS BEEN MADE TO PROVIDE THE MOST UP-TO-DATE AND ACCURATE

INFORMATION. HOWEVER, ALL INFORMATION MAY NOT  BE COMPLETELY ACCUR ATE OR UP-TO -DATE.
OFFICIAL DOCUMENTATION IS AVAILABLE ONLY AT THE TOW NSHIP OFFICE. BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH AN Y

PLANS, PROGRAMS OR APPLICATIONS, FORMAL DOCUMENTS MUST BE OBTAINED FROM THE DAMASCUS

TOWN SHIP MUNICIPAL B UILD ING.  

ANY AND ALL APPLICATIONS AND/OR ANY AND ALL APPLICANTS SHALL RELY SOLEY AND

EXCLUSIVELY UPON ORDINANCES AN D/OR APPLICATIONS OBTAINED AND REC EIVED ONLY FROM THE

DAMASCUS TO WNSH IP MUNICIPAL BUILDING. INFORMATION ON  THIS WEBSITE MAY NOT BE RELIED UPON

FOR  ANY F ORMAL A PPLIC ATIO NS A ND/OR S IMILAR P URPOSES. 

DAMASCUS TOWNSHIP MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES AS TO THE SUITABILITY OF

THIS INFORMATION FOR YOUR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, AND THAT TO THE EXTENT YOU USE OR IMPLEMENT

THIS INFORMATION IN YOUR OWN SET TING, YOU DO SO AT YOUR O WN R ISK. IN NO EVENT  WILL DAMASCUS

TOWN SHIP BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES WHATSOEVER, WHETH ER DIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, INCIDENTAL,

SPECIAL, OR CLAIM FOR ATTORNEY FEES, ARISING OUT OF THE U SE OF OR INABILITY TO USE TH E
INFORMATION PROVIDED.

DAMASCUS TOWNSHIP CONSO LIDATED ORDINANCES

ROAD ORDINANCE 1970

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF DAMASCUS, COUNTY OF WAYNE AND COMMONWEALTH OF

PENN SYL VANIA , RE GU LATIO N C ON ST RU CT ION  AND O PENIN G AND  DEDIC AT ION  OF RO ADS IN  SAID

TOWNSHIP

The Township Supervisors of the Township of Damascus, County of Wayne and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, enact

and ord ain as follow s:

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as Damascus Township Highway Code.

From and after the adoption of this Ordinance, it shall be unlawful for any person to construct a highway to be opened or

ded icated  for pu blic us e in Da ma scus T owns hip un less the fol lowing  regu lations  have b een  carr ied ou t:

SECT ION  I: Plans of  any road to be constru cte d, opened or de dicate d in  Damasc us T ownsh ip sh al l be  pre pared  in

duplicate and submitted to the Damascus Township Supervisors together with the specified filing fee, for approval; plans

shall includ e such m aps and  such inform ation in writing as may be re quired to explain the p lans.

SECTION II: The filing fee shall be paid by check or money order payable to the order of Damascus Township; the filing

fee for the  original plans sh all be T en ($10 .00) Dol lars; the filing fee for  each a me nded p lan shal l be Te n ($10.00 ) Dolla rs.

SECTION III:

(A) The plans shall include such details as may be required to reflect the land conditions in, over or upon        which

the proposed road will be constructed, opened or dedicated.

(B) The p lans shal l include infor ma tion including but no t limited to the follo wing details.

(1) The width o f the road thr ougho ut including intersec tions and turn ab out areas.

(2) The sp ecifications for prop osed bridge s.

(3) The specifications for proposed drainage.

(4) The c ourse, cap acity and structure o f drainage  facilities.

(5) The profile of the road.

(6) Identifications of the markers which will indicate on the ground the location of courses or property lines or

other items shown on the map.

(7) A certification regarding the identity of each and every property owner along the right of way of the

roadway together with an indication as to whether such property owner joins in the submission for

app rova l of  the p lan s and re lea ses a ny right to  asse rt an y cla im such  proper ty own er m ight o ther wise h ave



against any person, persons, partnership, corporation, or political subdivision by reason of the
construction, opening, dedication or existence of such roadway; such certification shall be made by or on

behalf of the person, persons, partnership or corporation requesting approval of the plans and shall be

supported by appropriate evidence of the authority pursuant to which the certification is made.

SECTION IV: A pproval of the plans by the Townsh ip Supervisors m ay be made co ntingent upon the filing of a

performance bond, with surety approved by the Township Supervisors and in such amount as, in the discretion of

the Township Supervisors, may be required under the circumstances, which bond will be conditioned upon the

roadw ay as shown o n its plan s, sho uld the a pplican t fail to do  so, or in  such  other amount as m ay be reas onable

under the circumstances.

SECTION V: The following are the minimum  requirements of any road:

1. A fif ty (50 ) foo t wide le gal r ight  of w ay.

2. "Legal right of way � shall mean the width released or dedicated to road purposes which may be

greater than (but not less than) the area actually used as a traveled portion and the shoulders of

the road and the drainage facilities adjoining the same.

3. The traveled portion of the road shall be eighteen (18) feet or more in width.

4. A four (4) foot wide shoulder shall be provided on each side of the traveled portion of the road,

excepting in  locations w here a cu rb is required, in  which event the a rea betw een curb  to curb

shall be classified 'traveled portion' and shall be twenty-six (26) feet or more in width.
5. 'Trave led portio n � shall m ean tha t part of  the road with b ase an d top constructed as here in

provided and over which vehicles may be driven.

6. On all dead-end roads, a turn about area with a one hundred (100) foot diameter will be

provided.
7. The traveled portion of the roadway must have one of the following:

a. An eight (8) inc h base o f red shale o r gravel with  a two an d one-half (2  1/2) inch ID-2

bituminous top, or

b. An eight (8) inch base of red shale or gravel with a three (3) inch FB-1 bituminous top, or

bituminous black base topped by a one (1) inch wearing surface

8. The words 'gravel' and 'red shale' shall be as defined in Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,

Department of Highways publications 'Form 408 Specifications-1967' and in  �Form 409

Specifica tions-1967 ' (and any (a) am endment or editions  subseq uent there to).

9. At any point where the roadway is intersected by a driveway which requires that surface

drainage water by carried under the intersection of the driveway and the road a sluice pipe of

not less than  fifteen (1 5) inche s in diam eter (and of such gau ge as c onform s to Pe nnsylvania

Department of Highways requirements for a sluice pipe of corresponding diameter) shall be

installed across the width of the driveway and at such depth as drainage and soil conditions

may require at the location, the depth and manner of installation to be subject to approval of the

Township Supervisors in all cases.

10. At such points along the road as may require cross drains, such cross drains shall be of pipe

not less than  fifteen (1 5) inche s in diam eter (and of such gau ge as c onform s to Pe nnsylvania

Department of Highways requirements for a cross drain of corresponding diameter) which cross

drains shall be buried to the depth and in the manner depending upon subsoil and drainage

conditions at the location of the cross drains, the depth and manner of installation to be subject

to approval or the Township Supervisors in all cases.

11. In addition  to the requirem ents o f this Ordinanc e, any road cons tructed, open ed or dedicated in

Damascus Tow nship m ust sa tisfy all requ irements of t he Com monwealth  of Pennsylvan ia

Departmen t of Highways as s et forth in 'Form 408 Specifications-1967 � ) and any amendm ents
or edition s subseque nt there to) to the exten t that such Co mm onwe alth or Pennsylvania

requirements may be necessary to qualify the Township to receive reimbursement from the



Commonwealth for the subject road under laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania as
provide for reimbursement to Pennsylvania municipal subdivisions by the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania for the construction or re-construction or maintenance or repair of roads located

within such Pennsylvania municipal subdivision.

SECTION V I: In the event the plans are disa pproved for any reason , amended  plans may be su bmitted to

satisfy requirem ents fo r approv al; amended  plans m ust be  accompanied by an  additional filing fee  as here in

provided and will be processed in the same manner as the originally submitted plan.

SECTION VII: In the event the plans are disapproved, the applicant may request a conference with the

Township Supervisors to review the reasons for such disapproval and such conference will be scheduled at

the earliest convenient date for the Township Supervisors.

Section VIII: Any person or persons, firm, partnership or corporation who or which shall violate any provisions

of this Ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof, be sentenced to pay a fine of not more than one hundred

($100.00) dollars and costs of prosecution. PROVIDED: each such continuance of violation of any one of the

provisions of this Ordinance shall constitute a separate offense.

SECTION IX: In addition to any penalty herein provided, any person, persons, firm, partnership or corporation

who or which shall violate any provision of this Ordinance shall be subject to any law or laws of the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania which afford a remedy for such violation in any Court of the Commonwealth.

SECT ION X- All c lauses  and provisions  of this O rdinanc e are se verab le and if any clause or prov ision sh ould

be declared invalid, illegal or unconstitutional for any reason whatsoever, such decision shall not affect or

impair t he rem aining c lauses  or prov isions.  It is hereby declared  to be the intent  that this  Ordinance w ould
have been adopted and such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid clauses or provisions been included herein and

the clauses and provisions are declared to be severable.

SECTION XI Th is Ordinance shall be effective five days after pas sage hereof.

Duly enacted and ordained  this 6th day of June, 197 0, by the Supervisors of th e Towns hip of Damas cus, County

of Wayne and Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in lawful session duly assembled.

TOW NSHIP OF DAMASCUS, Wayne County, Pa.

BY: Thoma s D. Griffith

Chairman

ATTEST:

Elvin D. Swendsen

Secreta ry
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Proposed Amendment to Section 9 of Damascus Township Hi-Way Code

Purpose: To establish A DRIVEWAY PERMIT ORDINANCE

As is:

9) At, any point where the roadway is intersected by a driveway, which requires that surface drainage water be carried

under the intersection of the driveway and the road, a sluice pipe of not less than fifteen (15) Inches In diameter (and of

such gauge as conforms to) Pennsylvania Department of Highway requirements for a sluice pipe of corresponding

diameter) shall  be installed across the width of the driveway and at such depth as drainage and soil conditions may

require at the location, the depth and mann er of installation to be subject approval by the Township Supervisors in all

cases.

Prop osed  Am endme nt:

9) A d riveway pe rm it require d whe re a ro adwa y is intersec ted by a  driveway. Applic ation fo r such  perm it, 

including the location, width, method of co nstruction and projected number of uses per day shall be m ade to the Supervisors

and all  shall m eet the follo wing requirem ents:

a. Th e lo ca tion  sha ll b e su ch  as to c rea te th e le ast  am ount o f interf ere nce or ha zard w ith th e ro ad or h ighway it

intersects. 

b. Where the property being served by the driveway slopes upward from the street, a sluice pipe of not less than

fifteen (15) inches in diameter (and of such gauges as conforms to Pennsylvania Department of Transportation

req uirements  for  a slu ice p ipe o f co rrespondin g diameter ) sha ll be install ed a cro ss the  width  of th e dr iveway,

it �s length to be at least twenty (20) feet and shall be installed at such depth as drainage and soil conditions

may require at the location; with the entire manner of installation to be subject to the approval of the

Supervisors in all ca ses.

c. The first fifteen (15) feet of an up-slope driveway, beginning at the right of way, shall be so
constructed that any water running down the drive will be led sideways, so as to drain into sluice or

ditch alongside road.

d. Wherever a roadside ditch exists, even on more or less level properties, a sluice pipe of proper

capacity must be planned and installed

e. On downward sloping properties, where no drainage ditch exists, the construction of the driveway

shall be as  mutua lly agreed by owne r and Supervisors

f. Applica tion for a  drivew ay perm it shall be  accompanied by a fe e of $25  payable to  township

g. At completion of driveway entrance the work shall be inspected by the Supervisors and no driveway
shall be entitled to use until a certificate has been issued.


